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ought to desire  to  know that we are ignorant.    At-
taining to this, we arrive at instructed ignorance"

This writer is the earliest modern who distinctly
records his adherence to the helioceaitric theory, and
asserts, without qualification, the motion of the earth:
" Jam nobis manifestum est terrain in vcritate moveri."
But it was an assertion without the proof of Copernicus,
another hypothesis opposed to that of Hipparchus. The
humanists, as well as the schoolmen, had their pedantry,
but it was more elastic; and the form of the dialogue
into which their discussions were thrown gave more
opening to the presentation of various views. Among
the authors of an age of various activities, Liso BAPTISTA
ALBERTI (1404-1472), painter, sculptor, architect, and
optician, endeavoured in his works, theoretic and prac-
tical, to promote the interests of a wide-ranging culture;
while Laurentius Valla, classic and critic, led the assault
against Aristotle.' During the same period (when the
surge of Nominalism and .Realism was still soothing, and
Louis XL of .France felt called on to take a side in the
controversy), Iludolph Agricola (1443-1485) was endeav-
ouring to perform the same service for Germany j while
Joannes Midler of Konigsberg1 (llo.giomontanus) made
more definite contributions to science (1436-1476) by
the advancement of Trigonometry, and a morn accurate
registration of the positions of the sun and moon.

Meanwhile tho " Platonic Academy," founded at Flor-
ence by Cosmo and matured by Lorenzo do Medici,
gave the impulse of a central authority to studies, the
results of which MABSILIUH FIOINUS (1433-1499), court
translator and commentator, helped to diffuse. His
1 Mullor also adopted the view of the earth'** motion.